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What is a Town Agriculture Commission?

A town Agriculture Commission is established by ordinance to represent the farming community, encourage the pursuit of agriculture, promote agricultural based economic opportunities, and preserve, revitalize, and sustain the community’s agricultural businesses and lands.  Agriculture Commissions are advisory with no regulatory power.  Farmers have multiple interests in a community.  They are simultaneously businesses, taxpayers, landowners, and residents concerned about the economic, environmental, and fiscal well being of their community.  An Agriculture Commission is the voice of farmers in a town, allowing farmers to have input into town policies that impact local agriculture and to help develop initiatives that will keep farming viable in the community.

Why Establish an Agriculture Commission?

Because farmers’ interests span the work of many town boards and commissions, it is often difficult for farmers to be substantively engaged on all the issues that potentially affect them taken up by local officials.

What are town agriculture commissions doing? 

Assessments

· Inventorying farms, farmers, and agricultural lands.

Information, education, and outreach

· Identifying farmer’s needs, issues, and concerns

· Providing a way for the farming community to network

· Acting as a point of contact in a town for agricultural issues.

· Informing farmers about where to get technical, educational, financial, and business assistance

· Helping town assessors understand appropriate Public Act 490 procedures

Networking, mediation, and public awareness

· Developing trust and working relationships with farmers

· Developing trust and working relationships with town boards, staff, environmental organizations, and legislators

· Mediating and advocating on farming issues

· Providing input to planning and zoning officials on zoning regulations and individual projects

· Providing, voice and visibility for agriculture

· Hosting social gatherings and community events that celebrate agriculture

Farmland protection and agricultural economic development

· Meeting with farmers to explain farmland protection programs and connect farmers with appropriate resources

· Promoting town grown products

· Connecting farm owners and farm managers with available farmland

· Identifying and establishing sources of local funds for farmland protection

· Working with open space committees to incorporate farmland in town open space plans

· Leveraging public and private funding for farmland protection

· Encouraging regional agricultural projects.


