POMFRET SENIOR ADVOCATE COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes March 16, 2016
Present/Members & Alternates: Cathy Grant, Monique Caron-Krug, Gail McElroy, Liz Cartier, Tom McGrath, Ann Hinchman, Debi Thompson and Anne Miller from TEEG. 
Citizen Attendance:   (6)

Meeting Called To Order: 7:00 pm

Meeting Minutes:    Change made to Citizen’s Participation to read:  Betty would like the Treasurer’s Report to include detailed explanations for the Senior Program line item and the Reserve account.  Motion made by Debi and seconded by Gail that the February 17, 2016 minutes be accepted with changes.  All in favor.
Citizen Participation:  Citizen asked if Woodstock Senior Center merged with Pomfret Senior Center.  Explained that Pomfret’s Senior Center is open to seniors from area towns including Woodstock.
First Selectman:
A meeting between the Senior Association and the Senior Center participants will be held with Gail McElroy and Debi Thompson for the Senior Association and John Carter and Monique Caron-Krug for the Senior Center at the Town Hall either Tuesday or Thursday of next week.   First Selectman Baldwin gave an update on the status of the basement improvements.  The stair railings are being made and will be installed next week.  Treads will be added for safety.  The Fire Department will move out their pool table.  Next year, money will be allocated toward the heating system, duct cleaning and paint.  The furniture will stay except for the sofa and upholstered chairs.

Additions to Agenda:   
Secretary Report:    None

Treasurer Report:    The senior program line item has $1,500 left.  Reserve fund has $3,974.52.  The total budget for the senior center is $39,650.  Of that, $28,890.56 or 72.9% has been spent leaving a balance of $10,759.44.  $100 donation for Elsie Jolie was put into the reserve account by mistake.  The Town reversed this and put into the Association’s account.  Motion made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Gail and seconded by Monique.  All in favor.

Senior Association Report:

· The Association is going to Deb’s Place for lunch on Friday, March 18th.  The Association will pay $5 per person toward their meal. 
· Association received a $100 donation in memory of Elsie Jolly.  The Association will use this for a rose garden and plaque in her honor.  

· They would like to do the following trips:  11:00 movie, lunch and shopping at the mall, Camelot Cruise with buffet luncheon and murder mystery, whale watch in July with dinner, Goodspeed Opera House, Garlic Festival, Lunch at Sharpe Hill Winery.  They will ask for money from reserves to subsidies these trips.
· Discussed the future of the Association.  One member wanted to discuss dissolving, the rest wanted to keep the Association.  Participants at the Senior Center interrupted the meeting with their opinions and were told this was a meeting for members of the Senior Association only.  They were not members and they had no right to be included in the discussion or vote.  This immediately caused chaos.  A decision was made that a committee be formed from each “side” and have a moderator.  Five people from the Association (Gail McElroy-Chair, Liz Cartier, Renee Tsanjoures, Armond Jolly, Myra Schrump and Tom McGrath, and five from the Senior Center (Ann Hinchman-Chair, Jeanett Sullivan, Monique Caron-Krug, Betty Brooks, Margaret Davis and John Carter) will meet.  David Patenaude will be the moderator.  A date will be set.  
TEEG Report:     TEEG has agreed to keep the Senior Center open three days a week for the rest of the year.  Programs are operating at cost.  There are plans to charge $1 per class for Tai Chi to help offset the cost.  They need to raise $2,500 through this fee as well as some fundraising.  The total deficit through 6/30/17 is $5,500.  PSAC asked First Selectman Baldwin if the $1,500 in Senior Programs can be diverted to TEEG to be applied toward the deficit.   PSAC can ask the Board of Selectman to do so. He said the State budget will also impact the Town’s budget which will affect the money available for the Senior Center.  TEEG is still struggling to get new people to come to the Center.  They are currently averaging 21per day.  The NEDDH will be here next Wednesday to do their kitchen inspection so they can renew the license.  Weekend people are leaving out food and generally not cleaning up after themselves in the kitchen.   TEEG is advertising in the Woodstock Villager, Putnam Crier, and WINY radio on a regular basis.  However, their emails to the Putnam Crier are being ignored.  TEEG/Town will add the Senior Center to the TV crawl at various stations when the Senior Center will be closed.  Anne reiterated the need for additional space and improvements to the basement.
Old Business:    The Senior Center Corned Beef Dinner was held on Saturday, March 12th.  33 signed up but 28 actually attended the dinner.  Senior Food charged us for 28 dinners at $10 each for a total of $280.  The cash, checks and invoice was given to Treasurer, Liz Cartier who will bring it to the Town Hall for processing.  
New Business:     PSAC discussed the diversion of the $1,500 from senior programs to TEEG to help offset the deficit.  Debi proposed we watch the budget and see if we can allocate other funds from other line items that are under budget such as telephone/internet. We will wait and see how April & May do.
Citizens’ Comments:     Jeanett spoke about how the seniors helped stuff candy into eggs for TEEG for the Westfield Congregation Church Easter Egg Hunt for kids.  Sybil will put a calendar in the Vanilla Bean.  Calendars do go to Bank of America in Putnam, Pizza 101, and Putnam Bank.
There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn by Gail and seconded by Cathy.  All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm

Cathy Grant, Secretary
Next Meeting:   Wednesday, April 20, 2016 at 7:00 pm at Senior Center and the Annual Meeting is May 18, 2016
